Introduction
The genus Sacosternum Hansen, 1989 was described to accomodate a single species, S. megalopus Hansen, known from three specimens collected in the Cordillera de Talamanca in Panama in 1979 (Hansen 1989 . The separate generic status of these specimens was justified by a few characters unknown for any other representative of the tribe Megasternini, i.e. the extremely widened shield-like median portion of prosternum, extremely enlarged eyes and presence of fine longitudinal ridges on abdominal ventrites. Besides the morphological characteristics provided, no additional information was available about the habitat or collecting circumstances of the specimens.
During the last few years we have inspected many institutional collections, reviewing large amounts of terrestrial hydrophilid material from Central and South America. Even though Sacosternum proved to be very rare in the collections, we succeeded in accumulating 85 additional specimens from across the Neotropics, ranging from southern Mexico to southern Brazil and Paraguay. Ten new species have been recognized within this material and the first data on collecting circumstances and their biology were gained, suggesting a possible association of the Sacosternum species with the ecitonine army ants.
